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ippulctiD^Hl to a Irmn publl 
'6f lata ycai* boa oostlsloued 
dleeussioa than that mads/lfuuday 
lieu tb* Otielrmeu of the Town 
ti^yuiuur P. Gilbert 
A MBlW of tbe Huaid of Tux Assessors. 
This appointment U tli* pivotal Issue tu 
tK* looul ciuipal|{u lliil will 0 D (1 it the 
polls ou Tueedsy, April 8. The vote of 
tbs Council ou the confirmation of the 
Appointment le only a *>ugle Indication 
ot tbs Intensity of popular feeling oU-tbe 
BOW before the people. The lea 
that aie at the bottom of the aglta- 
tloo that hae been stirred up bv the 
Mtioo of the Chairman or the Council 
may be few or many, well touuded or 
unfounded, laesousble or unreasonable, 
but In this Instance It will be cousldeied 
; only In Its leiellou to the valuatlou of 
property for taxing purposes. Ur. OM- 
bsrt has been lo public life almost 
boyhood. Ue holds the record 
youngest man elected by popular vo I to 
publlo oflloe lu this town , both U ex 
pnrleuoe and natural abllft 
Informed mao ou public 
ibis town to-day.\Two ye 
rss appointed a ru 
Tax Assessors, and, d ut 


it/. 




head and 


he casual 
<iuubt be sur- 
bert Is only 


tod 


proper, he bed 

front of that boari^, 
stranger here would m 
prised to learn thab Jlr 
ons of three inembeM of tbJkioard. No¬ 
body appears to blithe Ur. Baxter or 
Mr, Oocketalr tor Increased assessments, 
but much la heard lb the wsy of excre¬ 
tion and abuse Vl V r * Gilbert by *g- 
^ grlsvsd taxpayer^ /There Is uu doubt 
°** but Wat Ur. (JUDert'a has been lbs 
master blal and mind In the recent re¬ 
vision and v^sdjustment of property 
®° l assesdtbpnts lo^Ahls town, and be has 
'* ul hadw etau&itMkbrunt of that abuse 
‘" <i that geuerall* enVynot always wisely, 
follows so fforeass^lo the amount of 
taxes that property owuere are called on 
to pay. The drastic criticism of the 
angry has been la some measure offset 
by the Intelligent praise of others who 
were lo a position to judge the work of 
the Tax Board on He met Its ut equity 
end Justice. The members of the Board 
of commlrslonere of Appeal were pleased 
and surprised wtib the spirit of equity 
that pervaded the assessment made by 
the assessors. The Btale Board of 
Taxation, a body whose experience 
_ ^ throughout the htate tits It to express 
9 1 Judgment (r jUi a comparative point of 

view, expressed admiration for the lu- 
^ telllgence, completeness, and fairness of 
the Bloouitield assessment. Property 
owners wfco ar familiar with local cun- 
*** dltlous here and were aware that prop- 


ust 


erty valuations must be lalsed to meet 
Changed conditions, expressed eatlbfafc- 
*^j£ u n with the manner lu which the 
^ ^ oblem had been met and solved. 

f But whether or not Ur Gilbert Is 
ore pi wised than blamed la but a minor 
alter. The question Is as lo the reu- 
onobleness of the blame. Previous to 
jhe adveut of Hr.-Gilbert Into Hie lax 
'•oaid the towuahlp wan threatened with 
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lax rale of 3.12. By enforced cuitaii- 
tents ibis was forced down to to 2.:»l. 


upular Indignation followed that 
(ure, and the people gave vent to their 


^^iger by vollug foolishly for low Hppro- 
latlous for publlo purposes and orlp- 


bll 


sd the government. 


The situation bad reached a critical 
Public expenditures had run lar 


t-P 

.eyi 4 ** 

»ad of public revenues, aud the auouai 
trease lu lax valuations by reasuu of 


ter 

n»» 


gildings and other Improvements w«s 
a »t nearly fuffluleul to malts up me 
^flclency. 

It was apparent to every property 
l^vner who bad studied the situation at 
1^1 that a four per cent, lux late threat¬ 
ened the town. It was at this critical 
j*g* that Mr. Gilbert appeared ou the 
dwue as a member of the Board of Tax 

* thorough revision ot the whole 
smeat work of the previous year 
■ made. The Board personally in- 
# Rioted svery property In the town sod 
^toed valuations on property that oom- 
^red more equitably with the true value 
|t. The Increase d valuations have 
" n tawted an * have stood the teat. 

K |,y wlU not be lowered whether Mr. 
wt) art la assessor or whether he la not 
is few aaaea of error In Judgment 
y be dUoovered, but they wlU not 
tertaily affect the work as a whole, 
present valuation, If Bloom Bold re¬ 
ts so Independent municipality, will 
1 for several years. No board of 
-hon will ever be appointed for the 
H.se of lowering them. If good 
ent nod discretion la applied to 
e peodlturea the raised value 
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• sound basis for 


mu. 


- undoubtedly had In view the 
j J A done lo the fsvtslou of 
4 tu d be bed no further to go 
gM ' Ubart's aae o e l e l ee lo the 
we for evtdeoee to prove 
tint of the credit due 
K\ rded by them to Mr. 

^ | Ward bad In hand 

\ *t of a competent 
had demonstrated 
right quallfloa- 
'n that direction 
e be made no 

V, has DO BU- 
a that special 
« of the cur- 
peer to be, la 
\ ) n the Board 

t othsrwi, 
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OmalasT hr l|e Rsaslai Veer-Dr. 
Ward Be rimed PmMral. We. L 
JikssM, Krrrrtarjr and Reftatrar. 
and Wejmewr F. tlllbrrt Appointed 
■ •specter for a Term ef Three Veers 


The Board of Health held Its regular 
monthly meeting Thursday night,' and 
organised for the ensuing yearJby re¬ 
electing Dr. E. M. Ward.Pg t nt d eJ. Win. 

L. Johnson, decretory au#lU>il«Var,aud 
Gbarlee H. Haifpeony as OouuM. The 
Board re-appointed Beymour F. Gilbert 
Inspector for the term of three years. 

After bearlog the report of Inspector 
Gilbert as to the number ot oases of 
smallpox, and thf condition ot the pa- 
’ tlente lu tbs Isolating hospital, the Board 
dlacusaed the eubjdM of oompulaory 
vaccination. Dr. Wai^mnd Ur. Cepen 
stated that the oMkUucatlou bad 

complied wlt^* the^ Boarob request In 
regard to the vacofkatlou ot the pupils 
attending ihe public schools. ^ 

Ur. T. Uow*t( Jobneou urged that the 
Board •nfoiqe lompulsory vaccination. 

It was th% only lagans, he said, by which 
the presenDanld^alo could be stamped 
out. r'-’Be faW ired sending a physician 
and a peflepmaVlo the bouses of those 
people who^woulWot be vacolnsled and 
enforca the kacolns 
Other members of the Board, while 
they agreed with Ur. Johnson that 
every one should be vaccinated, were 
Inched rather to persuasive than oom¬ 
pulaory methods. It was thought that 
If factory owners and others employing 
help were requested to ( have all tbelr 
e&ployees vaccinated, It would go along 
way toward securing general vaccina¬ 
tion. It was decided to make auob a 
request to all factory owners In the 
town. 

Mr. Johnson also spoke on the matter 
of publicity given the ptesence of small¬ 
pox here, and which be regarded as un¬ 
wise aud of material Injury to the town. 
He advised that the Inspector give out 
no Information other than to the Board, 
and that as much secrecy as possible be 
maintained lu the conveying of patleuts 
to the hospital, la travelling through 
the State Ur. Johnson said that he bad 
[ heard more about smallpox In Bloom- 
Held than In any other town, and the 
publicity was doing the town no good. 

Thomas Connell made a proteet to the 
Board about the condltlco of premises 
on Glenwood Avenue where smallpox 
\ prevailed. The situation there. Mr. 
Connell sail, was damaging to all sur¬ 
rounding property. The Board refen ed 
the matter to a committee. 

A large number of bills for expenses 
Incurred In the smallpox cases were or¬ 
dered paid. 

Appropriates*. 

The appropriations recommended by 
the Board of Estimate last year were as 
follows: Btreet lighting. $9,750; police, 
$6,800; Are, $3,150; road repairs, $8,000; 
poor, $3,000; water, $5 500; boo>\M mod 
Interest, $18,000; school?, ,600; 

Incidentals, $15,000; payment oCtf .atlng 
Indebtedness, $8,000. Tbd •proprla- 
tlons last yea^ footed^up IJlH.TOO, an 
uirhwtous year of 



Increase over 
$24,000. The 
as follows: 

One chlet . 
approprlat|bn* o 
reducing thA- 
Another considerable 


fuWDM&O. ■Plloe 

Irr the I 
budget t( 

Into oonatderatlc 
are beyond tbelr 


Oou 


ANNEXATION BILL PASSED | 

The Mill Was RacarlaJ a* l»raJ. aai 
Its H«il tlr a Mrewrrvettew Mae 
Alarmed the Aatla-AII Nape af 
Million Mill haw Meat* WUh 

.... Aaarakl) ntau Haiti. 


year 

tni were Itemized 

Increase was an 
to go towards 
Indebtedness, 
was tbat for 
school ptlrpcshs, amounting to $8,500. 
The fqcldenml account showed an 
loeresM^f $1,000; the street lighting 
$800, Are $160, and the 
$600. 

of the annual financial 
Ilmen have to take 
some factor* tbat 
eontrol. The oounty 
tax la such an Item. The Town Council 
has no aay an to how much shall be 
placed In the tax levy for oounty pur- 
poeee. During the past year $26,748.64 
of the money raleed In this town bv 
taxation went to the oounty. Again 
the Council must make allowances for 
delinquent taxpayers and other con¬ 
tingencies, and ^percentage must be 
allowed for In the tax levy to cover 
aucb points of uncertainty. 



passage 

bill has 
the anil- 
red that 
ed lo pre- 


Tba Bloomfield Annexation bit! was 
passed by the Beuate as the last stroke 
of Wednesday'a work. There ar« squalls 
In sight for the bill when It come* to the 
House, Assemblyman Boyd havlug a 
light in store against the proposition. 

As passed, the bill uoulalua a clause 
providing for a vote ou Its adoption to 
be taken at a special election lu the 
town. 

Fiorn Its nature the bill. In the regular 
courkb of eveute, would be referred In 
the House to the Committee on Towus 
aud Townships, of which Ur. Boyd Is 
obaln»a«h sod If the bill gets to his 
committee It la unlikely to be heard 
from In the Legislature again t^fs year. 

The suddeu resurrection 
by the Senate of the Anuexalt 
caused some uneaslnes 
annexationists, and 
some trouble will be exper 1 
venting the bill becoming a law. 

A prominent leada^Tf^Oe ranks ot the 
snnexatlonlsle said \este^My that be 
bad no doubt ^^all a ^I J *t the bill 
would be passed a^l submitted to a vote 
of the people. Ue qho said that the 
annexation sentlmant^^d gained re¬ 
markable strqpgth mrltb^^tbs paat few 

d »y» * \f 

The AnnexatlonwBll laid dormant for 
about two weeka, and some people who 
claimed to bpf^oMde Information pre¬ 
dicted that £ wrMldinot get out of the 
Benate CommttMel The predictions 
have aaWfuntassume 

Former Abmmblyman Charles W. 
PowpA, Irina l^he recognized leader of 
the annpxatlM) fomes, and who Is a sin¬ 
cere kdvooaJR of tbxh cause as a matter 
of public policy, has been much at Trea- 
ton of late, and wbat Ur. Powers does 
not know ubout the devious ways of 
getting bills through the Legislature Is 
not worth knowing, and the suddeu 
outcropping of the bill Is attributed to 
some hidden siting pulled by Ur. 
Powers. The opponents of sunexatlou 
will do well to keep a sharp eye on 
Trenton next week. 


the election. 

MvpwMIraa r.uvsllw l>mmlt»*e 
WlUlavi krilWaak »• via Date* 




_Primaries aad laavewlUa*- 

(Ttlaewa Tlekrl Prllllawa la «’Irealm 

tlsa. - 

The Republican Town Executive 0o«- 
mlltae will meet early next week L> fix 
the date* for the Republican Ward 
Primaries, Ward Conventions, and Town 
Convention*, The opposition W also 
active and oontrary to tia. Jieuaj/polloy 
Is not walling for the muuou^cjMmot of 
the Republican slate *nlm#^el#ettng 
candidates. PetIUcm# lAthk Interest of 
Independent eandl^^a\^j^ now in 
circulation, aDd •• lh, “ 

Republicans will haflb a VQgbt all along 

the line. 

The ward reJreeeutat^R In the 
Republican Town Convention, It la said, 
will be the as«e aUlast year. 

In the Vfhi cirJentlon In the First 
and Third wWlaMiere la a wide differ¬ 
ence In /VA bresentatloD from the 
different eleet|or\lBtrlcle. lu the First 
Ward Cunveqilon Hre First Dlatrlct will 

ha\e alxteen delegates, and the Becond 

District ten delegatee, but aa It la the 
Flrat Dtatrlote representative In the 
Council wboee term expiree, the dreqm 
stance just suits the occasion. 

In the Third Ward the case laiuet 
the opposite. The Councilman #io*e 
term expiree la from the Ji^rat Uitrlct 
; ot that Ward, and by $*tit V o^irUay 
be la entitled to a re ooml|$|^n, but 


ANNEXATION BLOCKED. 


HOUSk COUUITTII DtCIOlS HOT TO 
RtPOBT TMI 0'I.L 


the First District 
delegates in the 
bile the Becond 
thirteen delegate*. 

It la rumored|bat 
III make no 
candidates for Co 
those whose terms 
served only 
they will al 
la tendere 
fight tor the 


(jolts the Contrary 

’a Bloomfield Ctnxm work¬ 
ed Itself up Into fever heat over a recent 
editorial In the Time*. In which the 
opinion was expressed that from all ap¬ 
peal ances the sentiment for the annex¬ 
ation of Bloomfield to Newark was so 
strong that the plan would be carried 
Into effect. The Litizxn secured the 
Times ot being "band-ln-hand with the 
clique of politicians who are prepay 
(Dg to carry through the Greater New¬ 
ark project.'* Just bow tble reasoning 
was arrived at Is a question wbloh only 
the Bloomfield editor can answer. 

The Times, Instead of favoring It. la op¬ 
posed to the Greater Newark scheme and 
always was. It hopes that the day wb>-n 
Essex County will be con verted into one 
municipality Is very remote. But there 
la no use disregarding coming events, 
and rather than be caught napping, the 
towns and towushlpe should size up the 
situation and become prepared for It, lu 
order to preserve their autonomy when 
the probable, though quite remote, con¬ 
solidation takes place. 

The Times knows nothing of political 
cliques. It does know that tilers are , 
leader* In both parties who are factors lu 
shaping pubjlc affairs, and while they 
are looked upon as a clique or "ring,'* 
they seldom try to bring about anything 
tbat hsa the opposition of the majority 
of the people. And so long as the refer¬ 
endum and popular suffrage continue, the 
country Is safe and nobody will be hurt; 
leaat of ail our friend who presides over 
tbs destinies of the Bloomfield Citizen. 
—Affmtclair Times. 

Borne allusion by the editor of the 
Times to the annexation light going on 
here led to the Inference tbat the Times 
was under the impression that the ma¬ 
jority of the people of Bloomfield wanted 
this town aanexed to Newark. The 
«l above outspoken sentiments ot the 
Times can lead to no other conclusion 
but that the Inference was an unjust 
ons, Tne CtTixKN heartily seconds the 
advice of the Times, " rather than be 
oaught napping the towna and town- 
■hips should size up the situation and 
bwcome prepared for It In order to pre¬ 
serve their autonomy. 
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deretood that the 
lr CoUtract between 
ige Water Company- 
pending the outcome 
>nsuow gitlugon between 
nd the city of^East 

East Orange will 
ewark on the ex. 
plrstton of tbs existing contract with 
the Oraoge Water Company on July 1 
Newark has offered to sell water to East 
Oraoge for $50 a mil Hod galloos, the 
minimum quantity to be used being s 
million aud a half gallons a day. This 
la a lower rate than any municipality 
pays to the various prlvat* corporation* 
which furnish water In this neighbor¬ 
hood. Richard V. Lludabury has been 
appointed associate counsel with City 
Counsel Woodruff t<^ apply to the court 
for the appointment of oomoilssTonets to 
condemn the company's distributing sys¬ 
tem In the city The water to t»e pur- 
chased fr >cu New*r« will cotue from the 
Cellar Grove reservoir. 

If the above outlined pr j-ct is carried 
out the town of Bloointl-i i will be the 
only cuetomer of the Orange Water Com¬ 
pany. Another Important question Is 
how much >'( the Orange W,*t*r Com¬ 
pany's plant the city of Ktef Orange will 
buy. Th« East Orange (»'urrtr* -ays -. 

•The Act of 1*76.under which proceed¬ 
ings sre to he ivtndtTcteil, authorizes a 
municipality to acquire and a water com¬ 
pany to sell a hh Its property, etc., and 
whetbei the authority of that, set could 
be expanded lo mean also anv part of 
such property would no doubt become a 
matter of agreement between the parties 
In Interest,and would be settled amicably 
and without dispute. The whole ques¬ 
tion will be one of compensation, and 
the city oan no doubt take or leave wbat 
pleases It, so long as It pays for the 
actual damage done. The appraisers 
will undoubtedly fix the amount at such 
a sum as will cover uot only the value 
acquired hy the city, but the vilue of 
wbloh the water company Is deprived. In 
whatever form that value may have ex¬ 
isted. Appraisers sctlng under appoint 
ment hy and authority of I be oouita will 
n<4 be permitted to either confiscate or 
destroy private propeity for public bene- 
fit, without making adequate compen¬ 
sation tbsrefor.*’ 

If East Orange takes the entire plant 
Bloomfield \.sy be compelled to look 

elsewhere far water. 
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DalffxUM trsm Tkla Taww blvea a 
Hearing aa k>4afM«| f savlarlag 
Ar«a ate ■ Agalaal AaaexaUss 

Mabwlttrd t* Ik* I'WBwII*** A#*k* 

M IT tb* Min waa a Dead Oar. 

It la ganarally believed tbat tba an¬ 
nexation bill baa been effectually blocked. 
Tba House Committee oo Towns and 
Municipalities voted oo Wednesday 
against reporting Ihe bill to tbe House 
of Assembly. Assemblyman Boyd la 
Chairman of tbat Committee, and bis 
sentiments Ip the matter were said to 
he oo tbe side of the antl-aagsxattoo- 
Ists. Woid was received bseflat a late 
hour oo Tuesday evening tbstJbe House 
Committee would give a bea^g at ten 
o'clock oo Wednesday moi 
annexation bill, and 
desired a dnlegatloi^ of 
town present at Trvotoi 
and sudden uotM^issught 


aiiiiexatltuUqts unpr 
of ao eu**i use 

tbe call was wt<fl$g spre< 
Wednesday morn 
delegation of “ ao 
Theodore Hj^srd, 
Allison Dotm, Mhuioii 
Newton, \ B 

Dodd, U. N. lltggln 
William But 
were on 




ng on the 
man Boyd 
na of this 
Tbla short 
tbe aotl- 
but by dint 
telephone 
d early on 
representative 
consisting of 
G. Garabrant. 
ekes, John 
Heoty P. 
oeeptrMI. Menu, 
nd Mborge w. Cook, 
to Trenton. When 
capital they found 
and Richard K 
lu tbe Interest of an 
[etnblymau Boyd pre- 
g. Charles W. Puw 
ere spBte M tavw of annexation, and 
made an emaustl^L argumeut on tbat 
side of tbe 

David G. Garabrant was spokesman 
for the simulation party, and made » 
forcible, clear and logical statement 
against the annexation hill. Ur. Gara¬ 
brant went over the aame ground lhaf 
he had covered with hlB etatement be¬ 
fore the Benate Committee, but added 
much that bad tern gathered from 
study of public sentiment since tbat 
time. He was followed by Ur. Oakes, 
Ur. Beach and Ur. Ulgglue, and when 
both aides bad been beard, the Corn ml t- 
voted unanimously not to report the bill 
to the House. 

lo the ordinary eowraa of 
auob aettoo Is regarded aa a death Mew 
to a bill, and It will require extraordi¬ 
nary power and Influence to 
this oca. While fully realising the foil 
extent of the possibilities of reeurreot- 
lug tb* btil, tb* antis came bom* from 
Trenton enthused with tb* eonvletlon 
that tha annexation bill bad received 
Its death blow. In so far as this session 
of the Legislature waa concerned. 

An extract from a speech by Major 
Lents before the East Oraoge Republi¬ 
can Club aptly applies to the annexa¬ 
tion movement which baa stirred up Ibis 
town. Tbe M*Jor, In tbe course of hie 
remark*, aald: •' Every year or two 

some gentlemen conceive the Idea tbat 
some of the municipalities of the county 
should be annexed to Newark. Bills 
are Introduced oo the representation 
that the people favor them; but, later, 
uppoaltlou ao formidable developed that 
they have to be withdrawn, 1 am a 
citizen of Newark, and I am proud of 
the city. I believe In Its prosperity and 
In Us future greatness, but I believe no 
municipal gofermuent should be de¬ 
stroyed and no municipality annexed to 
Newark without the consent of that mu¬ 
nicipality. 

Tbs annexation movement In this 
town was an erroneous conception. The 
grumbling of a tew waa mistaken for 
tbe thundertog of tbe many. When tba 
people were brought faee to face with 
tbe lease promoters of annexation were 
surprised et tbelr own mtejudgment of 
publlo seotlmeot. While annexation a* 
an Issue rosy be laid aside, some dis¬ 
agreeable effects will arise from tba 
agitation of tha matter, especially In 
politic*._ 


V> 


A etetcb of on* hundred mile* of con¬ 
tinuous macadam, making a circuit of 
New Jersy towns, has recently been 
completed by the finishing of a little 
strip of eight miles between Far Hills 
and Somerville. The etrcnlt Is perhaps 
the longest of any In tba country. It 
tabs* Is Bernardsvllle, Morristown, 
Madison, Chatham, Hummlt, Mlllhurn, 
Springfield, South Orange, Orange, New- 
ark. Jersey Otty, Rltmabetb, Westfield, 
Bound Brook and Plainfield. “ 
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